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1. UK postponing recognition of Bao Dai--US Embassy
Colombo reports that, as a result of the French failure
to ratify the 8 March Agreements transferring limited
authority to the Bao Dai Government of Vietnam, the
UK has been unable to persuade other Commonwealth
countries to recognize Bao Dai. Following discussion
during the Colombo Conference on the problem of recog-
nizing Vietnam, British Foreign Secretary Bevin has
gxpressed the oninion that the attitude of other Common-
wealth countries nvw makes it impossible for the UK to
extend ‘‘de facto’”’ recognition to Bao Dai until the French
ratify the 8 March Agreements and indicate plans for
implementing them. Bevin believes that UK recognition
of Bao Dai without such French action would bring about
open opposition from the Commonwealth countries.

o . 25X1

//

M DECLASS
Ciass. CIANZED

DA Memo,
futh: DoA DEG. 77/176

rae IO MR B 5y | N 25X1
T

Approved For Release 2008/06/30 : CIA-RDP78-01617A006100060068-0

State Dept. review completed|




